
Welcome Back !
GREC September Newsletter

Dear Students & Families
We are so excited to be coming back to School in person on September 7, 2021 for the 2021-2022
school year. . Looking forward to seeing everyone's twinkling eyes, as we are still wearing masks
indoors and on buses and encouraging distancing outdoors between cohorts as much as possible as
part of our continuing Covid-19 protocols.



WELCOME TO A NEW SCHOOL YEAR!
Dear Families,
Next Tuesday, on Sept. 7, 2021, students and staff will return to Limestone District School Board
schools for the start of the 2021-2022 school year. We are excited to welcome most students back to
in-person learning. While many health and safety protocols will remain, we are cautiously optimistic
that we will have a more typical school year with a return to several, regular school activities within
health and safety parameters.
As I have shared before, staff have been planning for the new school year since the spring. We began
to re�ne school and district-based plans based on preliminary Ministry of Education guidance
provided in May, as well as the more recent COVID-19: Health safety and operational guidance for
schools (2021-2022). We also continue to meet regularly with KFL&A Public Health and other
community partners to prepare as best we can for our third consecutive year impacted by the
pandemic. Remaining �exible will continue to be critical.
Here are some important highlights for the return to school:
Screening & school protocols: The province released a revised COVID-19 screening tool last week. All
students and staff must screen daily before they come to school. If you have any symptoms of COVID-
19, or are feeling ill at all, you must stay home. School-based protocols on what to do if students have
symptoms of COVID-19 at school, return to school following a positive case or isolation, and when an
outbreak is declared are being �nalized by public health. These will be shared on our website as soon
as they are available.
School vaccination clinics: Public health indicates that vaccination remains the best way to protect
students, staff and the community from COVID-19. Public health has hosted several vaccination
clinics over the past several weeks around KFL&A including at some schools. School-based
vaccination clinics will continue into September. Afternoon/early evening clinics will be held on
Tuesdays and Thursdays at most Limestone secondary schools. We will share more information on
the schedule soon. These clinics are open to anyone born in 2009 or earlier.
Vaccine disclosure protocol: The province announced on Aug. 17, 2021, that staff in school boards
will be required to disclose their vaccine status. This protocol applies to all staff as well as school
visitors, bus drivers, placement students, volunteers, trustees, third-party contractors, and other
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professionals who deliver services in Limestone schools. Staff will be required to provide proof of full
vaccination, a documented medical reason for not being vaccinated, or participate in rapid testing at
least once per week. School boards are also required to share depersonalized, statistical information
regarding staff vaccinations on our board website monthly beginning on September 15, 2021.
Currently, there is no mandatory vaccination requirement for students. The Immunization of Pupils’
Act governs the vaccinations of children and youth in Ontario and the Chief Medical O�cer of Health
did recently indicate the province is reviewing mandatory vaccines required in Ontario schools and
considering the inclusion of the COVID-19 vaccination. The Board of Trustees has also asked the
Minister of Education to consider mandatory vaccinations for eligible students.
Ventilation: As we have shared before, all classrooms will have �ltered, mechanical ventilation
through existing or upgraded HVAC systems, or stand-alone HEPA air �ltration units. All Kindergarten
classrooms will also be equipped with HEPA units regardless of the type of ventilation in the school.
Limestone is placing 820 HEPA units in classrooms and another 30 units (these are equivalent in size
to four classroom units) in school gymnasiums. Families can access information on school ventilation
systems on the board website beginning Sept. 3.
Staggered start: Elementary schools may use a staggered entry to support the teaching of health and
safety protocols to Kindergarten learners to ensure a smooth transition into school. Staggered entry
may occur on Tuesday, Sept. 7, Wednesday, Sept. 8 and Thursday, Sept. 9. By Friday Sept. 10, the full
Kindergarten class should be attending school. Schools will determine the best staggered entry plan
that meets the needs of students and share that with families.
School reorganization: As we have shared earlier, families who wanted their students to attend the
LDSB Virtual School were required to register in advance of the school year to allow for planning and
appropriate sta�ng of both in-person and virtual school classes. This is a complicated annual
process. Every fall, once school has begun, a reorganization of elementary classes is required. This
reorganization is often needed to allow for late registration or other movement within our system due
to school transfer and moves etc. While we will limit movement to protect class cohorts as much as
possible per COVID-19 guidelines, it may be required that some students move if we must add or
remove classes based on actual student enrolment in a school.
Communication: Schools will continue to share site-speci�c information with families directly. The
most up-to-date information will be shared on the board’s Return to School webpages which includes
our newly released Return-to-School Guide and frequently asked questions. I also encourage you to
view my welcome back video for a short synopsis of what you can expect as students return to school
next week.
As we count down to the �rst day of school, I want to thank you for your ongoing support and
�exibility as we respond to local circumstances. We know that the best indicator for the health of our
schools is the health of our larger community in KFL&A. As a community, we must continue to work
together to follow public health protocols and guidance to ensure schools remain safe and open. We
know schools are a critical source of support for the children and youth of the communities we serve.
Thankfully, based on statements from local public health authorities related to local vaccination rates
and low case counts, we are well positioned to open schools safely. We are very excited to welcome
students back to school next week for the 2021-2022 school year.
Best of luck for a smooth start!
Krishna Burra 
Director of Education
K. Burra, Director of Education, Limestone District School Board
Pronouns: He/Him
Wellness | Innovation | Collaboration
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2021-2022 School Year Calendar
2021-22 SCHOOL YEAR CALENEDAR
 
The Ministry of Education has approved the Limestone District School Board’s 2021-2022 School Year
Calendar.
 
The approved calendar allows for a traditional start for students following Labour Day. The �rst day of
school for students will be Tuesday, September 7, 2021. Staff will begin the school year with a
Professional Activity (PA) Day on Friday, September 3, 2021.
 
Every school year must include a minimum of 194 school days including seven PA Days and 187
instructional days. Each semester is equally divided into 97 days.

2021-2022 Elementary Calendar
2021-2022 Secondary Calendar

 
Provincial Regulation 304: School Year Calendar requires the following school holidays:

Every Saturday and Sunday
Labour Day – Monday, September 6, 2021
Thanksgiving Day – Monday, October 11, 2021
14 consecutive days for December Break – December 20, 2021 to January 2, 2022
Family Day – Monday, February 21, 2022
5 consecutive days for March Break – March 14 to March 18, 2022 inclusive
Good Friday – Friday, April 15, 2022
Easter Monday – Monday, April 18, 2022
Victoria Day – Monday, May 23, 2022

 
Additionally, there are seven Professional Activity (PA) Days throughout the year.

Friday, September 3, 2021 
Friday, October 1, 2021 
Monday, November 1, 2021 
Wednesday, February 2, 2022 (semester 2 turnaround day) 
Friday, April 29, 2022 
Friday, June 3, 202 
Thursday, June 30, 2022

 
Families, caregivers, students, staff, unions and federations, and community partners were invited to
provide feedback on the calendar through an online survey.

https://www.limestone.on.ca/UserFiles/Servers/Server_352698/File/Calendar/Elementary%20Calendar%2020212022%20REV.pdf
https://www.limestone.on.ca/UserFiles/Servers/Server_352698/File/Calendar/Secondary%20Calendar%2020212022%20REV.pdf


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Condolences to Indigenous communities

https://www.ontario.ca/page/covid-19-support-students-and-parents&w=w-4713614094&i=&l=l-
7503757367

The Limestone District School Board is saddened to learn of the recent mass burial site near the
former Marieval Residential School in Saskatchewan.
 
This latest unearthing, on top of those uncovered at the former Kamloops Residential School in British
Columbia, and other locations in Saskatchewan and Manitoba, is beyond heartbreaking. These are
vivid and disturbing reminders of the violence and genocide perpetrated on Indigenous children,
families and communities.
 
We share our condolences with the families and communities affected by these horri�c acts. Flags at
the Education Centre and all school sites will be �own at half-mast until further notice.
 
We will take time to re�ect and consult with Indigenous leaders and communities to determine
respectful and healing next steps We are conscious of making statements without causing further

https://covid-19.ontario.ca/school-screening/
https://www.ontario.ca/page/covid-19-support-students-and-parents&w=w-4713614094&i=&l=l-7503757367
https://www.ontario.ca/page/covid-19-support-students-and-parents&w=w-4713614094&i=&l=l-7503757367
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Secondary Adolescent Care Worker Appointments

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

harm to survivors.
 
In the meantime, Limestone recommits to our important role in educating our school communities
about the shameful legacy of residential schools, and the ongoing need for Truth and ongoing and
meaningful Reconciliation. Learn more about the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada’s 94
Calls to Action.
 
The National Indian Residential School Crisis line is 1-866-925-4419. Kids Help Phone can be accessed
24/7 by calling 1-800-668-6868 or visiting the Kids Help Phone website for text and chat options.

Ms. Emily Mallett is the Adolescent Care Worker here at Granite Ridge Education Centre. She provides
support to students who are experiencing social, emotional and mental health concerns that may be
interfering with their academic success. Emily acts as a student advocate and mentor; and also as a
mediator for students who are experiencing di�culties with their peers. She provides support through
individual and group counselling programs. Emily is the liaison between the school and several outside
agencies.  
 
We realize that at times unexpected events or circumstances may arise, but when possible, students
should pre-book an appointment with Emily. Students can make an appointment by clicking on the link
below and �lling out the con�dential Google form, or students can go to Student Services and Ms.
Peters will book you an appointment.  
 
Emily's time is shared with another school and therefore she may not always be in the building. If
students need to speak with someone immediately and Emily is not available, please go to Student
Services and ask for Ms. Steele-Drew or Ms. Rose.  
 
Emily's o�ce is located on the third �oor in room 307. 
 
Con�dential ACW Student Appointment Request link:
https://forms.gle/acWZudDxDXVzTjqR7 

http://trc.ca/assets/pdf/Calls_to_Action_English2.pdf
https://kidshelpphone.ca/
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Senior
Kindergarten
Student Reading

Encourage Young
Readers!

Grade 5 Student
Reading

=========================================
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Indigo Adopt-A-School Program

When

Monday, Sep. 13th, 9am to Sunday, Oct.

3rd, 11:45pm

Where

This is an online event. 

More information
Dear Parents/Guardians/Students,
I would like to personally invite you to join me in making a difference in the lives of the elementary
children at Granite Ridge Education Centre by supporting us in the upcoming Indigo Adopt a School
program.
We’re thrilled to announce that our school has been adopted by Coles Cornwall Square Bookstore!
From September 13 to October 3, this store is going to fundraise on our behalf. We’re going to be
raising funds to support our library through an Adopt a School online fundraising page, which you can
�nd by searching our school’s name at loveofreading.org.
Our school is going to receive every dollar raised to support our library and a 30% discount off books
when we shop at Indigo, Chapters and Coles using program donations.
As you may know, our current annual library budget is limited to ministry funding, as we were not able
to run a fundraiser during the last school year due to Covid-19 protocols. Through the Adopt a School
program, we are hoping raise enough money to put one new book into the hands of each and every
one of our students!
Please visit loveofreading.org from September 13 to October 3 to show your support for our library! I
look forward to surprising the staff and elementary children at Granite Ridge Education Centre with
all the new library books this year!
Sincerely,
E. Yanch and K. Stevens
Principal and Vice Principal
Granite Ridge Education Centre

Granite Ridge Educa… linkprotect.cudasvc.com

Reporting Student Absence
SAFE ARRIVAL
 
All parents/guardians are asked to report their student’s absence regardless of the reason, including
during bus cancellations. Often, bused students �nd alternative ways to school and we want to
ensure we know the whereabouts of every student to ensure their safety and well-being. Knowing who
is supposed to be at school will allow school o�ce staff to best ensure all students are accounted for.
Students are asked to ensure they report to their �rst period class for attendance. 
 

https://indigoloveofreadingfoundation.givecloud.co/fundraisers/granite-ridge-education-centre-sharbot-lake-ontario


This can be done one of three ways: 
the SchoolMessenger App on your mobile device; 
the SchoolMessenger website portal; 
or the toll-free number automated phone system at 
1-855-257-9349.
Select:

Bus cancellation as the reason for absence if your student is bused
Inclement weather as the reason for the absence if your student walks but chooses not to attend

If your student is marked absent and the absence hasn’t been reported in advance, our new
SafeArrival system will attempt to reach the student’s priority contact (parents/guardians) by
telephone to con�rm the absence. If you receive a call regarding your student’s absence, you can enter
the reason for the absence (bus cancellation or inclement weather) during this call.
The new SafeArrival system makes it easier for you to report your student’s absence, reduces the time
it takes for our school staff to verify student attendance, and responds to unexpected or unplanned
student absences. This time savings makes it faster and more e�cient to account for all students and
their safety.

Bus Cancellations
Tri-Board Student Transportation has indicated there may be bus delays and cancellations due to
circumstances related to the COVID-19 pandemic. Families should have a backup plan to transport
their student(s) to school, and to arrange child care where required, if their bus is cancelled for any
reason and they cannot transport their student to school. 
 
Families should ensure they are signed up to receive direct noti�cations, either by email, or Tri-Board’s
app. Delays and cancellations are also posted to Tri-Board’s Twitter account.
 

Subscribe by email to speci�c bus routes
Instructions on how to download the BusPlanner Delays App 
Follow TriBoard on Twitter

 
Learn more on Tri-Board's website.

https://go.schoolmessenger.ca/#/account/login
https://triboard.mybusplanner.ca/Login?ReturnUrl=/Subscriptions/Login.aspx
https://triboard.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/BusPlanner-Delays-App-how-to-download.pdf
https://twitter.com/BusDelayNCancel
https://triboard.ca/busdelays/
https://s.smore.com/u/0d9d/029510d390b3fca40b22a0de705d4ece.jpeg
https://s.smore.com/u/a821/dd7c5e01d8f534c75601eba8233063dc.jpeg
https://s.smore.com/u/3897/384c2dc6c043ea2465ef68e53fc49c4d.jpeg


.........................................................................................

Granite Ridge Education Centre

14432 Road 38, Sharbot Lake, … gredc@limestone.on.ca

(613)-279-2131 grec.limestone.on.ca

Our commitment is to provide a safe, caring environment where people are treated with dignity and
respect is unwavering, and is a whole school responsibility. Our students, staff and parent community
take pride in our school, and strive to make everyone feel a part of our supportive family.

##################################################
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